CHAPTER  XI
MARCH iSiS-JuNE 1819

THE external events of the four Italian years have,
been repeatedly told and profusely commented on
by Shelley's various biographers. Summed up,
they are the history of a long strife between the
intellectual and creative stimulus of lovely scenes
and immortal works of art on the one hand, and
the wearing friction of vexatious outward events
and crushing afflictions on the other. For Shelley
they were a period of rapid, of exotic, mental
growth and development, interspersed with inter-
vals of exhaustion and depression, of restlessness,
or unnatural calm. For Mary they were years of
courageous effort, of heroic resistance to over-
powering odds. She endured, and she overcame ;
but some victories are obtained at such cost as to
be at the time scarcely distinguishable from defeats,
and the story of hers survives in no one act or work
of her own, but in the Cenci, Prometheus Un-
bound, Epipsychidion, and Adonais.

The   travellers   proceeded,   viA   Lyons   and